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THE CRISIS ON THE EAST FRONT.SLAV HOPES
Thc Two Rreaks in the Austrian Dikc
and What May Flow Through.If

Germans Hold the Line.The
Russian Hopes of a

Wide Retirement.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "TTif* Great War."

pi.. r-.l In dctail thc

r the great Ruagian advance
-1 the Pripet marshes and thc Ru-

manian frontier. Since thnt time thc ad¬

vance of the Slav, materially Rlackenrd,
haa atill gone forward. At the momcnt he

haa taken Czernowitz and ls approaching
Kovel, which aro at tho opposlte ends of

the great aoutheaBtern front. In the cen-

tre hc hai rrached the frontier at Brody.
1 nt haa been held up a little west of Tar¬

nopol.
It ls r-a'n tnBt tnp ^ituation ln the Gali-

glan and Volhynian regions is n m ap¬

proaching a crisis which must involoc tho

f-afety of the whole front of the Central
l*fl from thc Gulf of Riga to the Ru-

manlan frontier. It is this crisis that I

nean to discuss in the present article. I
. desiro to bc undcrstood as forecast-

hat th" things that have now hecome
bla will happen; what I deaire to do is

to desenbe what is now possible if thc
nns arr not checked, recogni7.ing fully

. thc check may rome at onoe or before

On the Map.

Turning first to thc map.it is now plain
what has happened. When thc rccent at-

tack began the eastern front followed the

Iiwina River from the outakilta of the city
f Riga, speaking very roughly here, to the

city of Pvinsk.approximately an east and

rro;;t, then it turned sharply aouth
ran pretty nearly straight through

Pinsk, which the (lermans held, through
the Pripet marshes, along the Styr River,
«ast ot Lutsk and Dubno, which were Aus-

along the Sereth River just west of

Tarnopol, which was Russian, to thc Pmies

r River, and thence to the Truth River
west of the Russian frontier.

Now, from thc Gulf of Riga to thc Pripet
:.es and tn the southern border of this

i-wamp the line stiil stands, but a little

of the marshes begins a very wide,

deep cur-c which the Russians have driven
x ard.

This curve amounts to a Bcmi-eircle,
(iiaw-n about Dubno, with a radius of per-

thirty-five miles, which reprcsents
rietration of the Russian

.ian front. (.oing south

again then md ¦ema-cirek of per-
haps twenty-five miles' radius, from the

. where the Dnlester reaches the Rus-

tr-ian frontier. As the northern curve ex

tends toward Kovel and Vladmir Wolyn-
ski, the southern passes southwest of Czer-

,- and is approaching Kolomea.
These tWO BOtnl ciivles, to use the mili-

,.'ice, are tlie wedge* which the
ana have driven into the Austrian
after ha\: ifully broken the
front wl "as in their immediate

front. The wai in thes.- sreturs has thus
ma a war r.f movement as contrasted

with the trench operation. To use a famil-
lai tigure, thc-«' two circles represent
I reaks in the dike the Central Powrrs had

d against thc Slavonic flood; through
i.reaks thc Russian waters are now

Ing »nd extonding not only west

hut to.'idmg to swirl round the ends
dike and expand north and south in

tahion of a fan.

If the Dr.Te Continuea.

.. . if this rush continues long it is

that the centre of the Austrians, still

llng relatively firmly before Tarnopol
and covering the railroad to Lemberg, arill
have to draw back to avoid being envel-

on buth its flanks hy the R
hosts pouring through the breaks in the

dike to the west of I.utsk and to the north

of Kolomea.
Kxactly what happens when there is a

Ireak in a MiBsiseippi levce is now taking
place along the eastern fror.t. The Ger-

mane and Austrians are trying U> build a

temporary dike liehind the breaks and to

( rrcumscribe the arca of inundation. Thus
we hear of \«ry great
troops taking place hehind the line that
was broken and in front of Kovel and
Vladmir Wolynskl. Simiiarly, Vienna re-1

[portfl a nrw ttand between the Pniester
and tho Pruth wcsf of Czcrnowitz.

If these trmporary dikes can bc raisrd
in time we shall soon sce a retirement of
the Austrian centre from the front of Tar
nopol behind the Ziota Lipa or the Gnila
Lipa; that la, to a position half way be¬
tween the eities of Tarnopo] and Lemberg.
The new front will then extcnd from the
Pripet marshes southward to Kovel and
thence to Vladmir "Wolynski, thence south-
ward west of the Gnila Lipa to the Pnies-
ter and thence east of Kolnmra to the Car-
pathians.

The Poaaible Check.
Granted that thi? thing; take? place, and

it is the thing that the Austriana and Ger-
mans are moving hoaven aad carth to
bring about, the new front of the Central
Powers will follow the old from the Ral-
tic to the Pripet marshes; thence it will
curve markedly inward toward Kovel;
thence it will run ptraisrht again to the
( arpathians.

If this takcs place we r^hall then see

the check of the Russian ofTensiye. As a

result of thi? drive the Ruaaiani will have
taken some 200,000 prisonera and an enor-

mous mass of guns and munition; they
will have cleared the Austrians out of .sev¬

eral thousand square miles of Russian tar-
ritory and conquered several more thou-
sands in the Austrian provinces of Galicia'
and Rukowina, but they will not have
shaken the whole of the Austro-German
front in the east, and they will not have
compelled any considerall** withdrawal on

the part of the Germans between Pinsk
and the environs of Riga. In other words,
the Russians will have won a great local

victory, but they will not have repeated
the success of the Germans last summer,

when they were able to turn their victory
at the Dunajec into ar. advance for sev

eral hundreds of miles along the whole
ea3tern front,

The Ruaaiart Hope.
So much for the German and Austrian

plan, which is to limit the Russian inun-
dation by building a dike behind the
breaks and holding on at the centre be¬
tween the two hriajlri intil the new line
is prepared. Now, turning to the Russian

purpoaa, what is the maximum of poss'-

Idlity here?
At the moment the nain objectives of

the Russians are the two towns of Kovel

and Stanislau, north and southeast of

Lemberg. They are sweeping forward on

hoth flanka with the purpose to envelop the
centre and compel the retirement of the

Germans and Austrian^ from Lemlierg.
In this they are cxactly following their

succes>ful caunpaign of Angual and Sep-
tember, L914.

If the Ruaaiani can get to Kovel. and

they are not more than twenty miles fron
it now, they will obtain the most impor-
tant railroad junction along their southern
front, the point of intersection between

lines from Lublin and Kiev and Rowno

and Rrest-Litovsk; their northern flank

will then he protccted by the Pripel
marshes they will cummand the railroad.-

down which the Germans could atr.d

troops to take them in the flank and they
will he at least a hundrcd miles west of the

preaant German poaition at Pinsk ind in

a position to attack the German flank and

rear from the Pripet marshes to the

Dwina.
A German Retirement.

Thia would incvital'ly compel the Ger-

inans to draw back on all their eastern

front, now extending from Pinsk to the

environs of Ripa; it would mean the sur-

render of all the Russian territory that

has been occupied. Bftva only Russian Po¬

land and ifossibly a portion of the Cour-

land. It would mean a retirement to the

line of the Niemen and the Rug. Russia

woold bjr a fringla blow r«co*ror more than

half of what ahi -ummer.

Tttrning south, the aituatioa woald ba
this: Having taken Kovel. the Russiana
would he al>le to pu-h WCBtward to th.'

Rug, which oflfers the next strongest de-'

THE GALICIAN AND VOLHYNIAN FRONTS.

The two bulges in the heavy black lines ahow where the Russiana are making their greateat gains.

fen-ive position. But on the east hank of
the Btlg they would he westward of I.em-

herg. If at the same time they had BUC-

ceeded in pushing westward along the

Pniester beyond Stanislau they would
thnaten Lemberg from the south.that is,
by a double envelopment.and reproduce
the Bituation of 1914, when the Austrian
armies fighting in a wide semi-eitcle before
the Galician capital were outflanked to the
north and south and force.1 to retire, in a

di 'i ler *! al 11 came ¦ rout, upon the San

and Przetnjtli thus abandoning more than

ha':' of Galida.
The Great lf

! fair to say, then, that if the Ru-
<ians are able to Keep up their ad
which is still Unchecked on .lune 20, when

linea are wi itten, until they
Kovel and pasa Stanislau, thei thi v-

trian army in Galicia will have to go hack
out of Lemberg and to the San, the Ger-
man army will have to come hack upon
Bretrl Litovak, Hielostok and Kovno and
thc map of Kastern Kurope will have been

brought back a long way toward its form
of just a year ago, with the further

that the ofTensive, will itHI belong to the
Slar and not to the Teuton.
Tho hest way to explain the present

movoment in its widest possibilities is to

turn to the great German off'ensive of last

summer. That hep-an hy a far smallor im-

nrcdiate and local rictOTJ than the Rus¬

sians have already achieved. Ma.kensen
at the Dunajec hroke the Russian line on

a frottt of less than twenty milej, origi-
nally. Through this gap h» DOUred huge
forces, just as the Russians are pouring
ihuge forces through the two great gaps
'that they have cut in the Austrian lines.
The Ruaaiana than began to draw backi
their troops on both sidcs of the break and
endeavored to make a atand at the San
River.

.*. Vear.

This atand waa made f"t

h to permit a recxincentration of
and prevei I the envelop-

ment of the foTrCCB in the Carpathi.v
not long eno-gfa to eonaolidata a poaition
that could be held indelinitely. This phase

-ly eorrcaponda to the preat al

tempt of the Germani and Auatriana to|

consolidate a new position from Kovel to

the Gniia I.ipa and save Lemberg and the
northern front.

When Lemberf Fell.

Forced to leave the San, the Rus.sians
went back to the (irodek I.ake line before

Lemberg; but again they were unablc to

make a long stay here and were obliged
to retroat again until they stood behind
the Sereth, and having lost Dubno and

Lutak, reaehed the lines that they subse-

-luentlv held until the present operation.
But this retircment uncovered the centre

in Poland, and it was compelled to retreat

firat from Warsaw and then from Brest-

Litovak. If the Fv'issians are able to turn

the Auatro-German forcea out of Kovel

and Lemberg, the parallel will be patent
and the resulta will be felt along the

arhole German front.

Here you have ¦ plain ev.dence of the
.' ¦ auceeaaful breaking of

trench linefl on a wide front and a* two
separated points. The situation in the

a*i ll WOUld have been similar if last Sep-
tember the French and Britiah had got
through in Champagne and in Artois. Then

Austrian armored train, similar to that captured by Rus_ians in the present drive.

The Crucial Points at Kovel and Sta-
nislau and the Issue of the Next
Few Days.The Hffect Upon

the West.Italy's Failure and
Rumanian Delav.
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thc German armies between the two pnin's
would have been compelled to draw back

(o avoid envclopment, and the westerr,

front might have been carried back a'

least to the French frontier from the

Meuse to the Schcldt.

In the Next Few Daya.

Ia the next few daya the lmportar.t
thing to watch is the situation of the two

flanks of the Austrian armies from Pripet
to the Carpathians. If the Russlans get
Kovel, thon it ls clear that the whole

eastern front will be compromised and

the C.ermans will have to draw ia to t>-e

Bug. If the Russians get round to the

aouth of I.emberg, then the Austrian lin-

will have to retire to thc San, surrender-

ing all of Eastern (ialicia and most of

Bukovina once more.

Mcantime the Germans are sending new

masses of troops down the railroad from

Brest-Litovsk to Kovel to attack the north-

ern flank of the advancing Russian3; they
are sending troops cast along the Lublir
Kovel railroad for the same purpose, and

they are making a conccntration at

Vladmir Wolynski, south of Kovel and

considerably east of the Bug. Away to

the south the Austrians are making a new

concentration cast of Stanislau. betweer
thc Dniester and the Carpathians. Fina'-

ly, they are 6uccessfully holding back the
Russian centre west of the Sercth, al-

though there are clear evidences that they
will very soon have to go hack behind the

Zlota Lipa and probably ultimately be¬
hind the Gnila Lipa.

Will the New Dike Hold?

There is nothing yet to indicate that thc

Germans and Austrians will not aucceed in

erecting their new dike; that is, nothing
convincing. But the huge number of Aus¬

trians who have been eaptured, the great
loaa of artiilery and munitions and the rela-

tively rapid rate of Russian advance all

auggest that there i'i a demorahzation in

thc Austrian armies far greater than that
in the Russian after the Dunajec last year

and comparable to the Austrian debacle in

1014, which could not be ehecked until the
Austrians were driven across the Carpa¬
thians and in upon the outer forts of

Cracow.

Yesterday there was a significantly pes-
sirrristic comment rep.irted as published in
a German newspaper which was inter-

prrted as detigned to prepare Teutonic

public opinion for new retreats. But it is
not wise to lay too much stress upon such

dctails. The (Ierman reinforcements
--eem to be getting into line east of Kovel

11 be holding up the Russian thrust at

this deciaivfl point, although ther.-
yet any evulence of a definitive check.
The reaby important thing that every

.ri see is that the Russians have now

pushed a very great vi.-tory to the point
where it may prove one of the decisive in-
cidents in the war. U'e aea whal they are

driving at and we see what they n.:.

complish. We see with equally lear

iriflion what the Germans mui

what they are trying to do v. ith eha-

iatie vig..r and skill. What we

and eannot forecast is whether the new

line that is being huilt will hold or not and
whether the Austrian arm.' ara -till in

shape to make a further n

Looking Weatward.
Since it is esaential to wV ar la

a whole, let us now look weatward fur u

moment. We know that th" lin* i-h ar"

ready to strike, or will be ready
month. We know that they have had untii

quite recently to face a COIICtntrati
German trwops which wafl M vrro..' an t.«

hold out little prom. !or a

drive. Some of these troops have now

been drawn down to Verdun.
If Germany is presently compeHe.i .

draw upon her troops in the west to meet

the peril in the east, then we shall soon

see a further reduction of ttVOfM before
the British or a complete ce -at on of the
Verdun operation, or both, ». .-. M ' .

Verdun operation has never called for

great numbers at any eonsiderable mo¬

ment, ita cost having come from the nece»-

ajty ta rer.ew very fre«-yier*-'.y the re'ative.
ly small army makiog tha fraal a'tack.

Il la a t -.' iafa conjectura thit

any reduction of the licman effectives ba*.
fore the Rriti>h heiow the safety rxdrt
*»vill ha followed hy the aame BBrI of a'«

tack that struck the Austrians in Galiria,
and Volhynia, when they had sent their
reservea to Italy and the Germana hai.
drawn out their "irtifTening" corp* for usa

in the west.

Concelvahly, Germany has frei» reservei

aufflcient to meet the eastern situation
without making any e^rsiderahle draft
upon her western arrnies. This is un-

likely. but it is entirely p-oaaibta, In that
case the Rritish are unhkeiy to move until
a more favorahle momer.t comes. Other-
wise we may be on the eve of deci-ivo
events in the west

Italian Inaction.

Meantime the Austrians have moved
troops away from the Trcntino front and
the Italians are apain on the offensive and
haVB retrame-i a :.:'!<. of thr;r loat tern-

tory. Kurther ' \ .>fri.vi
armies on this frcmt will certainly lea*l
to more af^ressive b tha part -f
the Italians along the bOMO, fo- if the
war is antaring into a -!..¦: v a s'age Ita'/
has still to demonstrate her clnim to whnt
she expects to get if the Allies win. Noth¬
ing is les* likaly than that Russia. r'rance
or Rritain will refuse to make a pea.-e
otherwise satisfactory if Italv has still
failed to get Trieste or I>Hlmatia.

Finally, there is patent stir in the Bal-
kans. If the Cermans and Austrians ara

compelled to draw their troip* out af Bul-

garia it is rertain that there will he n.

thrtist from Salor.ica in overwhelming
numhers which may rut. Hulgaria out of
the war in a blicf campaign and cut the
life line that hinds Turkey to the Central
Powers. The value rf Salonica i« now

hecoming patent and the real extent of
the menace of the Allied army here Is un*

mistakable.

Rumania.

As to Rumaua. aha war.ta Rukovina and
Ru-sia is again gBtting it. Sha also wanti

Transylvarua, and Russia can again offer
it to her as the price of coming in and

conquering it. If the w.ir ia entering n.

daeiaiva rrf iga, Romania ii likely to come

Ln, bacatjaa all her protit liea in niaking an
alliance with the Allie^ l.^fore the war Is

Bblial g a .-laim tu her

"lost provinces." Nowhere wUl the event ;

of the next few daya ba watched mor-

closely than ln Buchareat, i-ave, perhap%
in At

The antrance of Rumania would not he
as important from the military side aa

fron the paorali aUhougfa it would have
real military \al.e. BCBUSa the

daeitJad that Rumania doai
nean to coaae in until tha outcooia of
arar Barared ¦ to Mraah .. 11

r of the \ii-tor." vVera Ruaaania
to come in, Kurope would -ay "It mu.t

i,e ai tha Rumaniani

lt il rarj l I ajrtti a man

and the early report* of taaa in tha
lild up a whole edifke of suc-

first succeaaea.

But il '¦ eroui I do not
to ba undai *'tecasting that

any of the things that I have discussed
will happen. But I am anxious to rnaka

e r >everal of them ma,/'
appen, that the German- may be eb!o

on t.neir feet in tho
and build up a new diko

indation or that tho

inunda ep on for a few dayi
more , jreneral retirement

Po<arara from the Gulf of

Riga to the t'arpathians.
X.J. immer haa there opened

son of poaaibiUty; not

since the Lemberg daya have the Alli.d
ratoi ... v '-rivrhtencd;

the Battle of the Carpathiane
haa the jreneral Allied Bituatiaai been so

favorahle. To say more is i ile.


